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Introduction
Apart from the three basic parts of a
chess game, theoreticians have also
identified the so-called phases of
transition, from the opening and the
middlegame and from the middlegame
to the endgame.
The former one is easier to deal with
from theoretical point of view. Once a
player has decided over a concrete
opening repertoire, he can study the
typical positions that can arise, with
all the possible plans in the first part
of the middlegame.
Things are less simple when it
comes about the transition to an
endgame. Only in rare cases one can
predict the ensuing endgame when
preparing the opening; he therefore
should rely on abstract and general
principles when initiating (or facing)
the simplifying operations.
As a diligent reader of chess
literature, I have frequently found
references to which pieces one should
aim to exchange in certain positions
and which he should keep on board, in
order to reach a favourable endgame,
or, on the contrary, to increase his
chances for successful defence. Given
the practically illumined variety of
positions a few volumes would
probably be needed to cover this
aspect in sufficient detail.
However, I always have been
intrigued about another aspect of the
phase of simplifications, which can be
approached in a more general way.
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The exchange of one pair of pieces is
not equivalent with simply removing
those pieces from the board. There
always is one of the players who
captures, when the opponent's answer
induces some dynamic or static
modifications with respect of the
position before the exchange. One of a
player's aim while simplifying should
be provoking those modifications
favouring him.
I have called dynamic modifications
those implying the relative position of
the pieces. The player who re-captures
with a piece, restoring the material
equality, is likely to either improve or
worsen its placement, although in
some cases it does not make a big
difference. Before initiating the
exchange operation, his opponent
should first evaluate this aspect.
In the following game, an
experienced grandmaster lost from a
better position because he failed to
anticipate the dynamic exchanges
induced by the queen swap.
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Razuvaev - Petursson
Moscow 1987

1222222223
Ç + + + +5
ÆO + + + 5
Å O Qp+o+5
Ä+p+ + +l5
Ãp+ + + W5
Â+ + + + 5
Á + + K +5
À+ + + + 5
7ÈÉÊËÌÍÎÏ9

In queen endings, a far advanced
pawn is an important factor, offering
to its owner good winning chances.
However, the exposed position of the
king is likely to offer good saving
chances to the opponent. Razuvaev
had unsuccessfully been trying for
about 35 moves to get rid of the nasty
checks of the enemy queen, when
suddenly, he thought that fortune
smiled to him.
77.£g3?
With the black king out of the e6pawn's square and the g6-pawn
blocking its access into it, White
would have a trivial win in the pawn
ending. For a moment, White seems to
have forgotten that any exchange is a
dynamic operation, which was to cost
him dearly.
77...£f6+!
This apparently impossible answer,
allowing the desired exchange, turns
the tables around. Razuvaev may have
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counted only with 77...£d4+ 78.£e3
£h4+ 79.¢g2 when the queen would
have to retreat to e7, leaving White
with free hands developing his
initiative. If 79...£g4+? 80.¢h2 £h4+
81.£h3 the queens exchange would
happen
under
favourable
circumstances for White.
78.£f3+

1222222223
Ç + + + +5
ÆO + + + 5
Å O +pWo+5
Ä+p+ + +l5
Ãp+ + + +5
Â+ + +q+ 5
Á + + K +5
À+ + + + 5
7ÈÉÊËÌÍÎÏ9

Apparently, it is all over. White's
counter-check forces the exchange of
queens, with a trivially winning pawn
ending. According to Constantin
Ionescu, who happened to play in the
same tournament, at this moment of
the game Razuvaev looked like if
waiting for his opponent's resignation.
78...¢g5!
What a shock! After so many hours
of suffering, Petursson does not
hesitate grabbing his chance. Since he
cannot avoid the queen swap, he
intends to do it from positions of
force. He brings his king one step
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